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My Dear Confreres, 
 

The final week of Lent 

is known as Holy 

Week. It is deemed as 

the holiest week of the 

entire liturgical year. 

Holy Week begins on 

Palm Sunday and ends 

on Easter Sunday. It is 

regarded as the 

highest point of the 

liturgical year as this 

week commemorates 

the saving mysteries 

which constitute the heart of our Christian Faith. This week is observed with special solemnity 

as we re-live the most important saving events in the history of mankind. During this week, we 

commemorate and participate liturgically in the Passion of our Lord and experience a wide 

range of emotions like joy, deep sorrow and betrayal. The Passion Week was the final and last 

week of our Saviour’s life as a human, which starts from His triumphant entry into Jerusalem 

and ends with His death on the cross on Mount Calvary.  During the Holy Week, Christians 

recall vividly the events leading up to the establishment of the Eucharist and Priesthood; 

Crucifixion and Resurrection and try to understand Jesus’ suffering, death and resurrection more 

deeply.  

It is also known as Passion Week because of the passion with which our Lord Jesus willingly 

went to the cross to pay the price for the sin of humanity. Holy Week is a very sacred and grace-

filled time. It invites us to go beyond praise and worship and to focus on the Unconditional Love 

of God. During the Holy Week we need to understand the sufferings of Christ so that we might 

rise with Him at His glorious resurrection. We celebrate the events of the last week of Jesus' life 

in symbols and rituals, to create meaning for our own lives. The Church offers us this Holy 

Week to purge ourselves and to rise with Jesus. Let us consciously reflect on and celebrate our 

faith. Let the Life of Jesus fill our personal lives with new meaning, enthusiasm and the new life 

that the Risen Christ bestows upon us during the Easter season. 

The world today is confronted with uncertainty on account of the outbreak of the corona virus 

pandemic just like the disciples of Jesus after His crucifixion. Fear of death, loss of jobs, mental 
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and psychological trauma, loss of loved ones, an uncertain future and the inability to find a 

medical remedy, are some of the serious problems that the world is left to wrestle with. At 

present there appears to be no quick fix solution and no remedy on the horizon. The 

Resurrection of   Jesus and the transforming encounters by his disciples changed them beyond 

comprehension to the surprise of all. Let us pray that this year’s celebration of the Holy Week 

may usher in hope, new life and a lasting solution to the hapless situation that the world faces 

today. 

Palm Sunday: It is also known as Passion Sunday. It signals the beginning of the Holy Week 

and the final agonizing journey of Jesus to Mount Calvary. We commemorate the solemn entry 

of Jesus into Jerusalem on a donkey. Jesus was given a rousing welcome by the cheering crowds 

who threw their cloaks on the road and waved palm branches shouting; “Hosanna! Blessed is the 

one who comes in the name of the Lord. Blessed is the king of Israel.” (John: 12/13). It is ironic 

that the same people who welcomed Him into Jerusalem with songs viciously demand that He 

be crucified on Good Friday. 

Maundy Thursday: Today we start the Paschal Triduum - the celebration of Christ’s Passion, 

Death and Resurrection. The Holy Thursday liturgical celebration helps us to recall a number of 

events that occurred before the arrest of Jesus. They are - Institution of the Eucharist and 

Priesthood, Washing of the Feet, the New Commandment of Love, the Agony of Jesus in 

Gethsemane and the Betrayal of Jesus which eventually led to His arrest. All these events are 

expressions of our Master’s self-emptying love for us. We are called upon to transform 

ourselves after the example of Jesus. The Priesthood, Eucharist and the Command to Love are 

gifts that continue to help us to meet Jesus. They continue to nourish us as we feed on His Word 

and are inspired to become like Jesus. Maundy Thursday is but a symbolic celebration of what 

will take place on Good Friday. The Eucharist will always remain as the greatest source of our 

spiritual energy and an excellent means that challenges us to become His worthy disciples. 

Good Friday: It marks the crucifixion of our Lord on the Cross - the Unblemished Lamb, the 

perfect sacrifice that took away our guilt and shame by His death. He bore the suffering in 

silence, loved us dearly and wants us to live in his abiding love. “God broke Himself in the 

death of His Son so that we could see and experience His self-emptying and compassionate love 

for each one of us.”   Good Friday services help us to reflect and meditate on the passion and 

death of Jesus and His love for humanity. We honour the way Jesus suffered and died for our 

sins. Through His death on the cross, He embraced all that is broken in humanity - all evil, sin, 

egoism and selfishness; His ultimate sacrifice for the good of all human beings. He not only 

spoke to us through His holy words but more eloquently by His death on the cross. “A man can 

have no greater love than to lay down his life for his friends.” (Jn 15/13) It is God’s love that 

sent us His Son and it is the same love that spurred Jesus to offer Himself as a sacrifice for our 

sins. On Good Friday He was tried and declared innocent. Yet He was condemned to die on the 

cross to restore our broken relationship with God. Jesus walked the talk and followed all that He 

symbolically did on Maundy Thursday. Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross opened the way for us to 

share His life. 
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Easter: The Resurrection of Jesus Christ is the foundation of our Christian life. It is the source 

of our new life in Jesus. Easter commemorates the Resurrection of Jesus and symbolizes Jesus' 

victory over death. It is the ultimate testimony that He was indeed the Son of God and He has 

conquered death once and for all. This solemn feast acknowledges Jesus’ promise of eternal life 

to all who believe in Him. Easter symbolizes that death is not the end of everything. It is the 

most auspicious day for Christians as this day symbolizes that there is life beyond death. “When 

I'm lifted up from the earth, I shall draw all men to Myself.” [Jn 12/32] His assurance has been 

realized at Easter and invites us to live in His abiding love. The Resurrection of Jesus is the 

foundation of our Christian faith and the proof of the belief that Jesus is the Son of God. He has 

given us new life through His resurrection. This day brings to an end the Easter Triduum. 

Easter is the fulfilment of the prophecy that  the Messiah would be persecuted, die for our sins 

and rise on the third day. [Is 53/] “Christ died for our sins, was buried and raised according to 

the Scripture” [1Cor 15/36]. Let us become a radiant face of the Risen Christ for He promised 

that He will be with us to give us hope. He invites each one of us to rise with Him. May the 

celebration of Easter bring us renewed hope, faith, love and joy. “God did not promise days 

without pain, laughter without sorrow nor sun without rain … but He did promise strength for 

the day, comfort for the tears and light for the way.” Have a meaningful Holy Week and a Joyful 

Easter. God bless all of you. Happy Easter. 
 

Regional Formators’ Forum Meeting  
 

The Regional 

Formators’ Forum 

meeting was held 

on 25th November 

2019 at the MSFS 

Provincialate, 

Nagpur. It began 

with the lighting of 

the lamp, a bhajan 

and the reading of 

a passage from the 

Gospel. The theme 

was Jesus is the 

Universal King. This was followed by a short reflection by Fr. Lalit Tigga.The PCIC for 

Formation from different Provinces who participated were - Fr. Manoj Pathipallit of 

Visakhapatnam, Fr. Tony Prem Anand of Pune, Fr. George Vettukattel of Guwahati and Fr. 

Lalit Tigga of Nagpur. Also present were the secretaries Fr. Ramesh of Pune and Fr. Benedict of 

Nagpur. 
 

Each PCIC presented a brief report on the implementation of the Call of the General Chapter on 

Formation as well as matters concerning formation programmes in their own Province. Fr. 

Suresh Babu, the General Secretary for Formation presented the new syllabus for the Pre-

Novitiate and Novitiate stages of Formation, which he said has to be implemented from the 

academic year 2020. The matter regarding Ongoing Formation for Formators and other 
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confreres, both at the Province and the Congregational levels was also taken up for discussion. 

The meeting ended with a short prayer.                                                       Fr. Lalit Tigga MSFS 

The Corona Virus is Here 
 

The coronavirus may have originated in the Chinese province of Wuhan yet it has spread to 

nook and corner of the world. It is an infectious disease caused by a virus which spreads 

primarily through droplets of saliva or discharge from the nose when an infected person cough 

or sneeze. As of today, there are no specific vaccines or treatments for this dangerous pandemic. 

Washing hands, maintain social distance. Avoid touching eyes, nose and mouth. The developed 

countries in the western hemisphere have been affected most. The outbreak of COVID-19 has 

created fear among the people, some are shattered, and some turned hopeless and hapless and 

jobless have become the order of the day. The lockdown has misplaced the daily wagers and 

they are on the road. It is important there is apparent reedy for this deadly epidemic and we 

should risk ourselves. But we should take all the necessary care lest we become a victim. Kindly 

follow some of the precautions given by the world, local government and church and convey the 

same to the people who are under the pastoral care. I am happy to inform you all our confreres 

who are working in Europe, Africa, India and other part of the World are safe even though they 

are confined to their residence. Let’s be vigilant and at the same continue to pray for God’s 

divine intervention. May God bless all those who lost their battle against the pandemic Virus 

with eternal life. 
 

News from Mozambique  
A new mission venture in the Diocese of Gurue 

 

On 4th January 2020, 

Frs. George and 

Melky, along with 

Frs. Henry and Jins 

embarked from 

Maputo for the new 

mission endeavor in 

the Diocese of 

Gurue. We reached 

the capital of the 

Province, Quelimane 

and stayed overnight 

to complete the 

procedure of emigration. The following day we left for Mocuba and did the basic shopping. On 

the 6th we started our journey to Muliquela by a car given for use by the Afro Drill, a company 

of Mahindra Automobiles and reached the mission station by 4.00 pm. It was raining when we 

reached. The resident priests welcomed us and Frs. George and Melky were accommodated in 

the Parish house while Frs. Henry and Jins were accommodated in the Convent. 
 

On 8th January 2020, the Pioneering Priests Frs. George and Melky along with Frs. Henry & Jins 

and accompanied by the present Parish Priest Fr. Pedro Esquadro went to pay a courtesy visit to 

the Apostolic Administrator Bishop Germano Grachane. We reached the Bishop's House around 

11:30 am and after some tea and snacks we were taken to the Bishop's Office. The Bishop, along 

with his Curia, Fr. Augostinho, the in-charge of Liturgy, Fr. Luciano, the treasurer, Fr. Francisco 

Cunlela, the VG, and Fr. Tonito, the VC, welcomed the Fransalians with great love and joy. The 
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joyfulness was very well felt since we are just the third Men Religious Congregation to be 

working in the Diocese. Being a Vincentian himself, in our conversation, the Bishop exhorted us 

to be another St. Francis de Sales. Fr. Henry requested the Bishop to let the present PP and APP 

be with Frs. George and Melky for a short period to introduce and get acquainted with the local 

officials, the Sub-Stations and the Pastoral Council Members of the Parish. After the meeting 

and a photo session we were given a grand reception and lunch served with the cutting of the 

cake by Bishop Germano Grachane and Frs George and Melky. 
 

On 12th January 2020, we officially took over the Our Lady of Fatima Parish in the solemn 

Eucharistic Celebration presided over by the Delegate of the Bishop Fr. Francisco Cunlela.           

Frs. Henry, Jins, Melky, George, and the Diocesan clergies Frs. Pedro, Santos, Miguel and a 

Franciscan Minors Priest who is the native of Muliquela were present to witness the ceremony. 

The faithful participated in a large number to welcome the new missionaries who would be their 

PP and APP. The Radio representatives were also present and took an interview of the PP. 

Before the homily, Frs. Henry, Jins, George and Melky were introduced to the Congregation 

present and after the homily Fr. George, the PP had an elaborate religious ceremony in tune with 

the tradition of the Diocese of Gurue. Fr. Melky, the APP was then presented by the Fr. George 

the PP. After the Communion the faithful in large number, with joyfulness and love, offered 

their little but generous offerings for the New Missionaries. 
 

On behalf of the Diocese Fr. Francisco Cunlela thanked the MSFS and Fr. Pedro presented the 

report of the Parish. Fr. Henry thanked the congregation present and the Diocese for having 

welcomed and confided in the MSFS the pastoral responsibility of the Parish. A snap was taken 

to cherish the moment soon after the mass. The faithful, walking and singing, accompanied Fr. 

George to the Convent for the Lunch. The dancers, few youth and parishioners partook in the 

Lunch. 
 

The diocese of Gurue not only was happy to receive us but also went out of the way to provide 

us with basic and necessary food grains, bedsheets and toiletries. Yes, God loves the cheerful 

giver and he blesses them for their generosity for they give from their little.         

                                                                                                                   Fr. Georgekutty MSFS 
 

Inter-Province Vocation Promoters’ Meeting   
 

“The harvest is plentiful but the labourers are few. Therefore pray to the Lord of the harvest to 

send out labourers 

into his harvest.” [Lk 

10/2] 

On 13th and 14th 

January 2020 the 

Inter-Province 

Vocation Promoters’ 

Meeting was held at 

the MSFS 

Provincialate, Nagpur. 

Eighteen vocation 

promoters from the 

different Provinces of 
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India attended the meeting. Fr. Suresh Babu MSFS the General Councilor of Formation was the 

chief coordinator of the meeting. He was assisted by Fr. Lalit Tigga, the Councilor in charge of 

Formation of Nagpur Province. Fr. Lalit extended a warm welcome to Fr. Suresh Babu, to Fr. 

Muthuswamy, Provincial of Nagpur Province and the vocation promoters of the other Provinces 

and invited them to light the ceremonial lamp. In his inaugural address Fr. Muthuswamy said 

that vocation promotion is a divine act because we always depend on God. He further stated that 

vocation promotion determines the future of the Congregation. 
 

Fr. Peter Lobo O.P. was the resource person. In his sharing he said that by our very baptism 

each one is called to become another Christ. To be a priest is a special call to walk in the 

footsteps of Christ. One’s religious vocation is a call to radically follow Christ. To become 

effective and to attract vocations one has to become an authentic witness. During the sharing 

sessions, each Province representative presented his concerns and difficulties regarding vocation 

promotion. For group discussion a few questions were given: 1] Difficulties in vocation 

promotion. 2] How to promote quality vocations - more effective ways and means.  
 

In his concluding talk Fr. Suresh Babu quoted the words of Jesus: “Go therefore and make 

disciples of all nations.” [Mt 28/19] He finally emphasized on three important points:           

1} Pray to God for vocations. 

2} Invite youngsters to embrace Religious Life and Priesthood. 

3} Live Jesus and be a good witness. 

The meeting concluded with a short prayer. 

                                                                                                                                    Fr. Lalit Tigga MSFS  

Ordination of Fr. Sujit Minz 
 

“You did not choose Me, but I chose you and I appointed you to go and bear fruit.” [Jn 15/16] 
 

19th February 2020 

was a historical and 

joyful day for 

Deokaran Daffai 

village, 

Birmitrapur Parish, 

Rourkela Diocese, 

Odisha. One of their 

very own, Sujit 

Minz was ordained a 

priest for the MSFS 

Congregation. He is 

the first MSFS priest 

from this parish 

although the parish had already given eighteen priests to the Church. Rt. Rev. Kishor Kumar 

Kujur, the Bishop of Rourkela ordained Dn. Sujit. Fr. J. B. Muthuswamy, Provincial of Nagpur 

Province, Fr. Johnson Gonsalves, Rector of Fransalian Seminary, Pune, a number of MSFS and 

OFM confreres, priests of Rourkela diocese, nuns, dear ones  and the lay faithful were present 

for the sacerdotal ceremony and celebrations. 
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In his homily, the Bishop preached about God’s call and vocation to the priesthood and religious 

life. He thanked God and the parishioners as Sujit was the nineteenth priest from their parish. He 

also thanked the parents of Sujit, Mr Helerian and Mrs Emilia for offering him for God’s 

service. During the felicitation programme, Fr. Muthuswamy thanked the Bishop for ordaining 

Sujit. He also thanked Sujit’s parents and dear ones. A cultural programme of dances was put up 

by the parishioners. This was followed by a sumptuous meal for all. Next day Fr. Sujit offered 

his First Thanksgiving Eucharist together with his family members, dear ones, MSFS confreres 

working in Odisha and Jharkhand, a few local priests, nuns and the lay faithful. Nagpur 

Province expresses its gratitude to God for blessing us with one more priest to work in His 

vineyard.                                                                                                Fr. Hilarus Tirkey MSFS 
 

Fransalian Inter-Province Formators’ Seminar  
 

The second edition of 

the Fransalian Inter-

Province Formators’ 

Seminar was held at 

South-East 

Provincialate, Trichy, 

from 28th-31st 

January 2020. Fr. 

Binu 

Edathumparampil 

MSFS was the 

resource person. The 

training programme 

was titled: “Religious and Priestly Formation – A Christological Approach”. These four days, 

with four talks every day, were days of listening, reflection and enlightenment; as well as 

supporting one another to revitalize the 34 participants, who had come from the 7 Provinces in 

India. Fr. Binu began by making us aware that Formation is a difficult and noble task. The 

future of our Provinces will be bright, when we invest in the Formators and in the Formees. 

After an insightful one and a half hour session, he made the talks very practical by having an 

Activity. We were asked to go back to our experience of our seminary life and share our insights 

in small groups.  
 

Fr. Binu based his reflections on many of the Church’s Official Documents and Encyclicals. He 

asked the participants to make their own creative and critical reflections on these documents. He 

specially referred to the Church Document “Ratio Fundamentalis” He told us of the rich heritage 

and ideals of our Fransalians in living the spirit and the spirituality of our Patron, St. Francis de 

Sales, and the missionary zeal of our Founder, Fr. Peter Mermier.  He asked us about our own 

experiences of being priests and formators and assured us: You Are a Blessing for the 

Congregation, the Province and to the Formees.  

He took us to the current scenario and the models of Formations along the years in the Church 

and in society. In the Christological Model, we are called to be with Him and to be sent out, as 

the Christological model of Discipleship. Our priority is to be with Him, and the consequence 
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will be, “being sent out”. Our goal is to remain united with Jesus; to take this Jesus to others and 

to help them become other “Christs”.  

He laid great stress on training of the formees through Personal Accompaniment; and 

monitoring the progress of the candidates through an in-depth analysis of their Spiritual, Human 

and Intellectual Formation. The formators must be highly motivated and trained. They also need 

to update themselves and be able to adequately respond to the fast-changing formation scenario. 

He insisted that there has to be team work among the formation personnel; rest and relaxation, 

and periodic evaluation of the method and formation in the Provinces.  

Fr. Binu also gave his insight on Vocation Promotion and a critique of the Admission process in 

our MSFS Provinces. During the last session some exhortations were given by Fr. Suresh Babu 

MSFS, General Councilor in charge of Formation. Kudos and Thanks to the Organizing Team 

of the South East Province, and especially to the Provincialate Community, for making all the 

minute and personal arrangements for the Formators’ Training Seminar.   

                                                                                                         Fr. Benedict De Souza MSFS 

Fransalian Education Forum Meeting 
 

The Fransalian 

Education Forum of 

Nagpur Province 

organized a meeting 

on 1st and 2nd of 

February 2020 at 

MSFS Provincialate, 

Nagpur. It was 

meticulously 

organized by Fr. 

Amaladoss Anthony 

the Province in 

charge for Education 

and Fr. Nobit the Secretary of the Education Forum. The meeting commenced with welcome 

speech by Fr. Nobit. A floral welcome was extended to all the dignitaries. This was followed by 

invoking God’s blessings and lighting of the lamp. The resource person was Dr. Jesudoss 

Jeyapaul. 
 

He animated the first two sessions on Kinds of Leadership:  

1] Head Leadership – Scary Boss. He is a man of perfection who can never tolerate 

imperfection. In reality we should always look for progression and not perfection. 

2] Hand Leadership - Secluded Boss. He tries to bring improvement in the institution like an 

autocrat. 

3] Heart Leadership – Serving Boss. Gandhi’s leadership was a heart leadership. It is also 

known as democratic leadership.  

In other words: Autocratic; Democratic; Transformational; Serving. 

He also emphasized on Eagle Leadership which has the following characteristics: 

1] Certainty: Seeing from a high altitude.  

2] Clarity: Having a focused vision. A vision based on social benefits.  
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3] Creativity: Having fresh and innovative thoughts. Need to shift from methodological to 

pedagogical. Decentralize power to empower the staff. Execute a work culture. Make optimum 

use of technology. 

Challenges faced by Principals: Handling high voltage parents; Handling remedial classes; 

Staff Training - Skill based and subject based training; Proper collaboration and communication. 

“Smile and lead because great leaders smile.” [Eric Burn] 

Character: Attitude determines Altitude; Honesty is very important; 

Change Over: Rebirth of an eagle is its specialty- Need for Time Management and  

Management; Transformation and Transfiguration. 
 

The third session was animated by Fr. Jacob K. the General Councilor in charge of Education. 

He presented the following points: Foundational Apostolic Charisms of the Congregation; 

Mermier’s Educational Vision and its implementation in MSFS schools; certain pertinent 

questions for today; Mermiarian adage on education of the heart. In conclusion Fr. Jacob added 

that Mermiarian insights of educational apostolate were born from his intense experience of the 

spirituality of St. Francis de Sales. It is important that MSFS educators infuse the spirit, outlook 

and approach of Fr. Mermier in the apostolate of education. 
 

Using P.P.T.s the Principals then presented brief reports of their schools. Many major and minor 

developments have taken place. Various curricular and co-curricular activities were conducted; 

our students were doing well in different fields and bringing laurels to the school.  
 

The fourth session was animated by Fr. Anthony Amaladoss. He praised everyone for their 

presence for the meeting and for their dedication to the education ministry. He also appreciated 

all those who worked hard and obtained affiliation to CBSE and ICSE. He presented the 

statistics of our schools and pointed out how we are progressing and increasing our standard of 

performance. He spoke about our contribution towards Kerala flood relief fund and FEF-R.  
 

Fr. Muthuswamy in his address urged the principals and others to take their ministry seriously 

as a huge amount of our income is spent for education, need to start a work culture in the 

schools, develop needed infrastructure, keep a record of staff performance. Our presence makes 

a difference. He thanked Fr. Amaladoss Anthony and Fr. Nobit for taking the trouble to organize 

the seminar. At the end a brief evaluation of the two days seminar was conducted. The 

participants appreciated and expressed their satisfaction about the seminar. Special thanks to Fr. 

Rijo for arranging the resource person. The meeting concluded with the vote of thanks given by                             

Fr. Christuraj.                                                                                                   Fr. Nobit. K MSFS 
 

National Youth Coordinators’ Meet  
 

The Second Fransalian Youth Mission - National Youth Coordinators’ Meeting was held on 8th 

and 9th February 2020, at the MSFS Provincial House, Pune. The meeting was convened by 

Rev. Fr. J. Stephen, General Councilor in charge of Social and Innovative Ministry. The 

gathering brought together the Province Youth Coordinators under the umbrella of Fransalian 

Youth Mission, Global. The theme of the gathering was Live Love Give Jesus. Before the 

meeting the participants spent half an hour before the Blessed Sacrament. The meeting was 

inaugurated by paying floral tribute to St. Francis de Sales our Heavenly Patron. The 

participants were welcomed by Fr. Mathew Rodrigues the Youth Coordinator of Pune Province. 

The resource persons were Fr. Leon SDB and Fr. Mailen SDB from Mumbai who are active in 

the Youth Ministry. They were welcomed and introduced to the participants.  
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Fr. Leon spoke on 

the topic - Youth 

Ministry in the 

Light of 

Generation Z.  

They are the 

generation born in 

the late 1990s and 

early 2000s. They 

possess the 

following 

characteristics - 

being independent, 

self-confident and autonomous. They do not rely on their parents like the generation of teens 

before them.  They have grown up using the internet and having all the conveniences of modern 

technology and social media; i.e. iPhone, Netflix, Instagram, etc.  The internet and modern 

technologies make it possible for Gen Z to start earning money at an earlier age than their 

parents. Thus it is a world about which we hardly know much. It is another generation so 

different from our own. They are constantly making choices, looking for the right place to be 

comfortable, etc.  

Fr Mailen focused on the topic - Youth and Media Culture. The emergence of new digital 

media technologies provide young people with a range of benefits and opportunities to empower 

themselves in a variety of ways. The use of social media is especially effective for keeping the 

youth aware of and involved in Church activities and events by networking services such as 

Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and Snapchat. These have become an integral part of the youths’ 

daily lives. The social networking services also play a vital role in young people’s lives by 

delivering educational outcomes, facilitating supportive relationships, identity formation, 

promoting a sense of belonging and self-esteem.  

The concrete decisions taken at the meeting were: 1] To revamp the Fransalian Youth Ministry 

at the Parish, Zonal, Regional, Province, National and International levels. 2] To update The 

Fransalian Youth Membership Online Registration. 3] To meet the Major Seminarians and share 

with them about F.Y.M. 4] To have Fransalian Youth Sunday on the first Sunday of July. 5] To 

prepare a booklet of guidelines for F.Y.M. 6] To have a National Fransalian Youth Conference 

as well as an International Fransalian Youth Conference. After having deliberated and finalized 

the above mentioned decisions the meeting was brought to a close. All the members spent some 

time in prayer and wished each other the very best in this very important and much needed 

ministry for the good and growth of the Church.                                 Fr. Sandeep Tirkey MSFS 
 

Formators’ Forum Meeting 
 

The Nagpur Province Formators’ Forum meeting was held on 10th and 11th of February 2020. 

The meeting began with the lighting of the lamp by our Provincial, Fr. J. B. Muthuswamy and a 

few of the participants. Fr. Daniel then read the Gospel passage from Mt 5/14 - You are the 
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Light of the World. Fr. Lalit gave s short reflection calling on the formators to be lights of the 

world. Fr. Paul intoned a hymn and the short prayer service concluded. 
 

Fr. Lalit then 

extended a warm 

welcome to Fr. 

Muthuswamy and 

all the formators 

and confreres 

present for the 

meeting. Fr. 

Muthuswamy 

began with a 

welcome note to all 

the participants and 

made them aware 

of the difficult task they are handling - the formation of our seminarians. He highlighted the 

message given by our Superior General after his canonical visit to our Province. He also 

informed us that the Graded Syllabus for the Pre-Novitiate and the Novitiate is ready and called 

upon the formators to be aware of the new way of formation that the whole Congregation has 

adopted. 
 

After his address different reports were read by the members followed by discussion and 

exchange of ideas: Formation Forum Meeting 2019; Regional Forum Meeting 2019; Inter-

Province Vocation Promoters Meeting 2019; Minor Seminaries of Mannarkkad, Latapara; 

Vocation Promotion; Novitiate; Formators Forum of Nagpur Province with the General Curia of 

5th Dec 2019; PC-GC focused plan 2019 
 

A few important suggestions: 

i. Short-listing a few members for Formation Courses. 

ii. Begin Higher Secondary studies for seminarians in Nagpur. 
 

The Provincial once again addressed the members and complimented them for the difficult task 

that they are fulfilling on the behalf for the Province and the Congregation. He reminded the 

members to begin saying the prayer for the Extra-Ordinary General Chapter 2021 and to 

continue the prayer for the Glorification of Fr. Peter Mermier. On behalf of the forum members 

Fr. Daniel thanked Fr. Provincial for his presence and interventions; Fr. Lalit the Councillor in 

charge of Formation for organizing the meeting; the Provincialate Community for their 

hospitality and all the members of the Formators’ Forum for being present and for their lively 

participation in the discussions. The meeting ended with a prayer and a group photo of the 

participants.                                                                                                  Fr. Lalit Tigga MSFS 
 

Social and Innovative Forum 
 

On 15th and 16th February 2020 the members of Social and Innovative Forum had their meeting 

at the MSFS Provincialate, Nagpur. All assembled in the conference hall where Fr. Patras 
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Tirkey the Councilor in Charge welcomed the resource person Fr. Herald D’Souza, OP, the 

Provincial Fr. J. B. Muthuswamy and all the participants. 
 

Fr. Herald said we 

are living in 

challenging times. 

We come across 

different types of 

people. Many are 

neglected and 

marginalized; their 

living standard is bad. 

Seeing their condition 

one thinks of doing 

something for them. 

If one feels inspired 

to do social work one has to speak about it to the authorities and to his community. One’s work 

will require many years of preparation. He was inspired to set up the home for orphan boys to 

bring them happiness and make a difference in their lives. 
 

Areas of social work: Supplementary educational support; Youth empowerment through sports 

and games; Family counseling; Child guidance; Projects in slums; Training for UPSC exams; 

Women empowerment; Livelihood vocational training; Life-skill education. 
 

Initial challenges and problems faced: Governmental regulations; Detailed documentation 

record of inmates; Difficulty in raising funds; Corruption in getting government funds; 

Misunderstanding that Christians get a lot of money from abroad; Lack of cooperation from the 

Catholic community; False allegations of making money in the name of charity. 
 

Important tips: Keep good relation with donors; Deal diplomatically with government officials 

and police department; Have good contact with neighbours; Involve right people in the 

organization; Have a qualified person in the particular field; Finally trust in God’s grace and 

continue the good work despite the obstacles one faces.  

Fr. Rijo thanked Fr. Herald for the inspiring and encouraging talk.  
 

Highlights of Reports by Members:  

Panderpali: Boys boarding having 60 students studying in the mission school. Medical camp 

held for parishioners. 
 

Fransalian Technical School, Aurangabad: Training for fitter, tuner, printing trades. Start new 

projects in Bidkin; it is developing as an industrial zone.  
 

Fransalian Vidya Niketan, Khamgaon: Need more focus on Inter-Religious Dialogue; farming, 

boarding for students; have courses in electrical, plumbing, etc. Start a school. Continue spiritual 

services in Buldana and Christian colony at Rajura. 
 

St. John’s High School, Nagpur: Supervised evening class for poor children in collaboration 

with brothers from St. Charles Seminary; celebration of festivals like Diwali, Dusshera, 

Christmas.  
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Bara Durgapur: Basic education; hostel for students.  
 

On the 16th Fr. Cyriac’s mission work in Vijapur was highlighted by a P.P.T. The activities of 

Face India of North East Province were shared - adult literacy, medical camps, flood relief, 

tuition for drop outs, community development, etc. 
 

Proposals from M.D.O: 1] Centre for differently abled children; Vocational training centre for 

dropouts in tribal mission centres. 2] Schools to admit all poor students in the vincity of 2 kms. 

3] Institutions and parishes need to have Inter-Religious gatherings on special occasions, to have 

good relations with people of all religious traditions and share our MSFSness. 4] Stop use of 

plastic; plant more trees in our compounds; increase greenery and reduce air pollution. 
 

The last session was taken by Fr. Provincial. Suggestions were discussed and proposals were 

made for future implementation. He requested to pray for the Superior General’s intentions; 

form Fransalian Associates; write history of our institutions; pray for the cause of our Founder; 

train confreres to write projects; start renewal centre for the faith formation and parish 

orientation programs. 
 

Fr. Selbestar Xalxo proposed the vote of thanks. He thanked Fr. Provincial, the Provincialate 

community and all the forum members. He wished them the very best in their ministries. After 

lunch the members left for their missions.                                           Fr. Selbestar Xalxo MSFS 
 

Mission Forum Meeting 
 

Members of the 

Mission Forum 

gathered in the 

Provincialate on 20th 

and 21st February 

for their annual 

meeting and 

sharing. Twenty 

confreres from our 

different parishes 

and mission centres 

attended the 

meeting. On the 20th 

the program began with half hour adoration before the Blessed Sacrament, conducted by Fr. 

Joseph Kailamangalam. The forum members then gathered in the conference hall for the 

welcome ceremony. Fr. George K. the Convenor of the Mission Forum welcomed the members. 

Fr. Peter Dominic the Secretary introduced and welcomed the resource person, Rev. Fr. Danty 

Joseph of Udaipur Diocese, Rajasthan. He was welcomed with a bouquet by our Provincial Rev. 

Fr. Muthuswamy.  
 

Fr. Danty began his talk by presenting the incident of the Samaritan Woman at the well. Jesus 

asked her to give him a drink. (Jn 4\7) Every priest is like this Samaritan woman and Jesus asks 

each of us for a drink. What a miracle it is to sit beside the well? Our life becomes beautiful. 

The Spirit of the Lord working in and through me brings about a wonderful transformation. I 
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need to be in the presence of the Lord like being present in the sunlight and receive His light and 

warmth. Even though we may not have a rope or a bucket, the Lord still asks us for a drink. He 

knows that ultimately He Himself will make necessary provision and take care of us. Fr. Danty 

conducted three sessions during which he shared a lot of his personal experience in the mission 

field as well as certain aspects from Canon Law. Fr. Sandeep Tirkey expressed thanks to him for 

the inspiring sessions. At 6 pm the members assembled for presentation of the reports of various 

centres.  
 

On the 21st the members were present in the chapel for Morning Prayer and Mass. It was the 

First Death Anniversary of our dear departed confrere Fr. P. C. Paul, a pioneering missionary of 

Nanded district. The confreres of Mermier Sadan also joined in praying for the dear departed. 

Soon after breakfast confreres visited the grave of Fr. P. C. Paul and prayed for the repose of his 

soul. After returning to the Provincialate, the forum members’ continued sharing about their 

centres. At 12.30 Father Provincial addressed the gathering. He shared about the important task 

entrusted to the local community and asked them to work more dedicatedly and diligently to 

bring up the Centres and strengthen the faith of the people. He also reminded the parish priests 

to promote Fransalian Associates and give 2 or 3 names from their Centre, who are interested in 

Salesian Spirituality and help us in our mission. The meeting concluded with Fr. George giving 

his concluding remarks and thanking each member for their presence and contribution during 

the meeting as well as in their centres of work. After lunch the confreres left for their mission 

centres with renewed enthusiasm.                                                          Fr. Peter Dominic MSFS 
 

Ordination of Deepak Baa  
 

23rd February 2020 

was indeed a joyful 

day for the people 

of Karuna Mata 

Church, Dantri, of 

Sambalpur 

Diocese, as well as 

for the MSFS of 

Nagpur Province. 

Deacon Deepak 

Baa was ordained a 

priest by His Grace 

Archbishop John 

Barwa SVD, of Cuttack-Bhubaneswar. The joyous event began with an entrance dance from the 

Primary School to the Church. The Holy Eucharist was presided over by His Grace and was 

concelebrated by Rt. Rev. Niranjan Sualsingh, Bishop of Sambalpur. Adding to the solemnity of 

the occasion was the presence of Fr. J. B. Muthuswamy, MSFS Provincial of Nagpur Province, 

Fr. Johnson Gonsalves MSFS, Rector of Fransalian Seminary, Pune, 18 MSFS priests, many 

priests and nuns, Deepak’s family members and around 1200 people.  
 

The Karuna Mata Church is located in the middle of a dense forest, around 41kms from 

Sambalpur. Fr. Deepak Baa is the fourth priest and second MSFS priest of the parish. 
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Archbishop John Barwa, who hails from the same parish, in spite of his ill health and busy 

scheduled made it a point to come all the way from Bhubaneswar to ordain Deepak. The 

Archbishop and Bishop Congratulated Fr. Deepak and reminded him to be ever faithful to his 

priestly duties. In his homily, the Archbishop urged the people to pray for the priests as their 

ministry is very challenging and demanding. Rev. Fr. Muthuswamy especially thanked Fr. 

Deepak’s parents, family members, the parish team and all the parishioners for the well-

organized programme. 
 

A cultural programme was put up by the parishioners and the school children. Fr. Deepak 

expressed his gratitude to all those who guided him during his formation period; especially the 

Provincials, formators, his companions, family members and friends. Delicious food was served 

to all as the youth continued the joyful celebration with their vibrant dances to the latest songs 

played by the DJ. As we Congratulate Fr. Deepak, we also assure him of our prayers for a 

fruitful and joyful ministry in the Vineyard of the Lord.                      Fr. Bijay Kerketta MSFS 
 

 

Graceful Years and Gift of Self 
 

“Born to be blessed; born to be a blessing; It’s more blessed to give than to receive.” 
 

9th – 11th March 

were happy days at 

the Provincialate 

for the senior 

confreres of 

Nagpur Province, 

who had 

assembled for a 

seminar, as part of 

their on-going 

formation 

programme. The 

animator of the 

seminar was Fr. Binu E. MSFS of the SW Province. With a spirit of joy and anticipation of what 

was in store for us, the members gathered together. On 9th at 9.00 am the inaugural function was 

held in the conference hall. Fr. Binu was introduced and welcomed with a bouquet by Fr. 

Provincial. In his inaugural address Fr. Muthuswamy welcomed all the senior confreres, all 

those ordained in 1995 and before, and wished them a relaxing and enjoyable time together.  
 

Then Fr. Binu took over and there was no looking back. The time table was well planned to suit 

the needs of the senior confreres. Four inputs sessions each day, interspersed with a lot of time 

for asking questions, group discussions and personal sharing of experiences connected with the 

topics. The beautiful pictorial PPTs, the interactions, interventions, clarifications, personal 

sharing and other activities kept the members alive and active. Fr. Binu with his vast knowledge 

of Psychology and Clinical Counseling experience dealt with each topic very systematically. 

There was a lot of clarity and explanation, with many examples from his experience as well as 

from the Bible. The sessions were very interactive and he got the participants involved by 
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asking a lot of questions and clarified all their doubts. Many practical points for daily living 

were also shared. What also kept us all going on, bright and healthy, was the humourous 

interventions and sharing by some of the confreres, leading to bursts of laughter. After all, 

Laughter is the Best Medicine.  
 

The Following Topics were dealt with: The Two Halves of Life; Midlife Crisis; Continue to be 

a Blessing; The Journey of Life and its Paradoxes; Eight Things to Learn about the Journey; 

Food for the Journey; Temperaments; Cognitive Triangle. 
 

Though at times it was a bit tiring as all had to adjust to a new time table schedule, at the end of 

two and a half days all felt re-energized, renewed, wiser and looked forward to a brighter, 

healthier and happier life ahead. We resolved to count our blessings and be a blessing to all 

those we come in contact with. We say a big ‘Thank You’ to our Provincial Fr. Muthuswamy 

for organizing such a wonderful programme. We thank the Provincialate Community for taking 

good care of us and providing us good nourishing meals. Our special thanks to Fr. Binu for the 

enriching and growth promoting sessions. God bless all of you.        Fr. Melroy Almeida MSFS 
 

Leadership Through Discipleship 
 

 “Be shepherds with the smell of the sheep, in the midst of your people like Jesus the Good 

Shepherd.” [Pope Francis]  
 

From 14th-16th 

March a seminar 

was organized at 

the Provincialate, 

Nagpur, for 

priests of our 

Province who 

were ordained 

from 2015-2020. 

The theme was 

Leadership 

Through 

Discipleship. 

Rev. Fr. Thumma Mariadas Reddy of Vishakhapatnam Province was the resource person. 

Nineteen young priests participated in the seminar. These three days were indeed a time to 

renew, refresh and reassess our mission and ministry in the light of the pressing concerns of 

leadership. With his wealth of experience as a formator, parish priest and administrator in 

various capacities, Fr. Thumma was able to inspire and guide the participants. He posed a 

number of probing questions concerning one’s life and ministry in the larger context of the 

leadership crisis we face today. He shared about his own enriching life experiences that moulded 

him into taking up various leadership roles in the Congregation. He also briefly touched upon 

ones Core Identity and Role Identity. At times we tend to forget our core identity and focus 

more on our role identity. We should not forget that we are priests and religious who undertake 

different roles in institutions as assigned to us by our authorities. “A leader is best when people 



 

 
  

17 

barely know that he exists. When his work is done, his aim fulfilled, they say: we did it 

ourselves.” [Lao Tzu]    
 

All of us youngsters found the seminar very profitable, especially as some of us have already 

assumed leadership roles in certain areas and many others would soon be adjusting our feet in 

the shoes of our seniors, who would be moving ahead and leaving vacant posts for us to 

shoulder. Being well prepared always helps to easily adjust into the new leadership role that 

certainly would be quite demanding of our time, energy, patience, cool, calm and quick thinking 

in order to make the right decisions.  We are sincerely grateful to Fr. Thumma Mariadas for all 

the input sessions and the practical skills he passed on to us. We are thankful to the Provincial 

Administration for arranging the seminar and a special word of appreciation to the Provincialate 

Community who took all the pains to make our stay a comfortable one. Despite the scare of the 

corona virus it certainly was a joy to be together with our companions. We enjoyed each other’s 

company; all the jokes and fun filled moments and   especially the volley ball matches at St. 

John’s High School. We return to our missions feeling more confident to carry out our 

responsibilities and assume bigger roles as and when it is demanded from us by our Province, 

Congregation and the Church. “Things have a price and can be for sale. But people have a 

dignity that is priceless and worth far more than things.” [Pope Francis]  

                                                                                                               Fr. Anto Varghese MSFS                                                     

St. John’s Community revives evening school 
 

The Social Department of St. 

Charles Seminary provides 

free tuition for school going 

children who cannot afford 

private tuitions in their 

locality. One of its eight 

centres is St. John’s High 

School, Mohan Nagar, 

Nagpur. Rev. Fr. Melroy, the 

Manager of the school 

contacted our in charge, Fr. 

Dilip OP and it was decided 

to join the MSFS Fathers in this noble work.  This wonderful collaboration for the good of the 

poor children living around the school began from November 2019 and went on till the end of 

February 2020. Having been to this beautiful, peaceful, clean and well-disciplined temple of 

learning, St. John’s High School, from Monday to Friday, from 4.00 to 5.30 pm for four months, 

which provides an ideal learning environments to the poor children, gave me many 

unforgettable, enriching and joyful learning experiences. 
 

First of all I was deeply touched by the welcoming attitude, hospitality and the brotherly care 

shown by the MSFS Fathers of the community, that is, Fr. Melroy, Fr. Patras, Fr. Viswas and Fr. 

Telesfor.  I could see in them Salesian zeal, interest and love for the children, especially in 

shaping them to become good human beings. The very act of providing snacks everyday to the 
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students showed their eagerness in bringing more children to the supervised study centre, as well 

as their generosity, love and care for the children. I felt at home with the priests as they were 

approachable and understanding. This attitude in fact permitted me to express my creativity in 

teaching the children in a better way. 
 

I experienced a lot of joy in sharing my knowledge with the children who were very receptive, 

respectful and disciplined. The children who came to the centre were from 1st to 8th standards. I 

was touched by their approach towards me. The students all well behaved and expressed their 

talents, especially through singing, dancing, drawing, etc. whenever needed for different 

programs and class activities.  I felt very happy and proud when our Centre, out of eight 

different tuition centres, won the Runners-up trophy during the Children’s Meet–2020 held at St. 

Charles Seminary campus. I was very happy to hear the praiseworthy comments from the 

Fathers and Brothers who were present for the competitions and the program. St. John’s High 

School Tuition Centre’s Christmas program was well organized and the best.  I not only taught 

the children but also learnt a lot from them, especially the virtues of helping, supporting, 

working hard, expressing talents, taking initiative, etc. I am grateful to God and my formators 

for this unique and enriching opportunity that was given to me and my co-seminarians who 

worked together at the centre. I also express my heartfelt gratitude to all the Fathers of St. John’s 

High School for their support, guidance, brotherly care and love and the freedom given to me to 

use my talents and help the children. I also thank the children for teaching me various things by 

their attitudes and deeds. At the end I say; “All for the Greater Glory of God.” 

                                                                                                                            Bro. Lourdusamy  

                                                                        2nd Year Theology, Archdiocese of Gandhinagar      

From Darkness to Light  
 

25th February 2020 was 

a day of great joy and 

excitement for the 

Management, Staff and 

Students of S.F.S. High 

School, Bara Durgapur 

as they had the Annual 

Parents’ Day for the 

first time. The cultural 

items were based on 

the theme: From 

Darkness to Light, to 

pass on the message to 

the members of the Santhal Tribe to move from their backward way of life to something new 

and different.  

The students of K.G. to 8th filled with joy and enthusiasm were ready to perform action songs, 

cultural dances, latest film dances and skits. They were dressed in appropriate costumes and 

performed with zest and confidence on a well decorated and spacious stage, in front of a huge 

gathering of dignitaries, parents, well-wishers and friends. The parents were most excited to see 
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their children performing on stage for the first time and kept cheering them from beginning to 

the end.  

The Chief Guest was Mr Lobin Hembrom MLA. The Guests of Honour were Mrs Manju 

Hembrom, Member of N.C.W, Mr Suresh Malto, the Sarpanch, and Mr Nicholas Murmu the 

Pradhan of Bara Durgapur. The Chief Guest was very happy to present medals to the winners of 

Sports and Cultural items held during the year. Members of the Green House were literally in 

the air to hold and behold the Winner’s Trophy. In his message the Chief Guest earnestly 

pleaded with the parents to help lead their children from darkness to light, by sending them 

regularly to the School to be moulded and guided. He also said that they will have a brighter 

future being in the hands of those running Mission Schools.  He appreciated the MSFS Fathers, 

CSC Sisters and the Teachers for maintaining a good standard in the School and also for the 

enjoyable and meaningful annual day program. In response to the Manager’s request he 

promised some financial help from the MLA fund to help put up a compound wall to protect the 

children from stray animals that come daily into the School compound. All the Guests and the 

Parents Heartily Congratulated the Management, Staff and Students for the colourful and 

thought-provoking program.                                                   Fr. Joseph Kailamangalam MSFS 

Appointments & Transfers 2020 – 2021 
 

The month of April always keeps us on a tender hook as the provincial circular normally carries 

important news items about transfers and appointments for the next academic year and this year 

too will not be an exception. After my dialogue with you and with your generous yes, I am 

happy to disclose the lists of transfer for the coming year. I would like to thank you 

wholeheartedly for your dedicated service and your cheerful availability for the next mission on 

behalf of the province. Be assured of my prayerful support and accompaniment in your new 

Karma Bhumi. God bless you abundantly. 

S.No Name of Confreres Appointed to Responsibilities Assigned W.E.F 

1.  Fr. Ignatius D’Souza Jalna In-charge of Ambad Mission 01.06.2020 

2.  Fr. George Kurickal Latapara Dean of Studies /Manager of 

Bamra School 

01.06.2020 

3.  Fr. Richard Tirkey Ambapani Superior/Asst.PP 01.06.2020 

4.  Fr. Markus Ruptake Bhusawal Superior 01.06.2020 

5.  Fr. Solomon Sahayaraj Aurangabad/FTI Superior 01.06.2020 

6.  Fr. Deepak Kindo Jajjhar Superior 01.06.2020 

7.  Fr. Lalit Tigga New Delhi/ Mahima Superior/Asst.PP 01.06.2020 

8.  Fr. Domy Vallomkunnel New Delhi/Mahima Parish Priest/Local Bursar 01.06.2020 

9.  Fr. Lajarus Soreng  Nanded Parish Priest/Manager 01.06.2020 

10.  Fr. Nobit Kombanathottathil Nanded Vice -Principal/Superior/LB 01.06.2020 

11.  Fr. Saiju Vettukallel Jhajjar Vice-Principal/Local Bursar 01.06.2020 

12.  Fr. Rijo Mechery New Delhi/Vinay Sadan Vice-Principal/Local Bursar 01.06.2020 

13.  Fr. John Ruptake Ambapani Parish Priest/Local Bursar 01.06.2020 

14.  Fr. Sandeep Tirkey  Latapara Superior/Rector 01.06.2020 

15.  Fr. Arun. P Aurangabad Principal /FSE 01.06.2020 

16.  Fr. Albin Joseph Badnera Parish Priest /Administrator 01.06.2020 

17.  Fr. Rakesh Kerketta Bamra Superior 01.06.2020 
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Note: The above-proposed transfers and appointments come into effect from 1st June 2020. 

However, if you face any difficulties you may change the date after discussion with concerned 

members. I request you to inform the provincial administration regarding the change of date and 

the provincial delegate for the handing overcharge. God bless you. 
 

Provincial’s Delegate for Handing Over Charge 

 
S.No Place Name of Delegate Responsibilities 

1.  Nanded Fr. Ignathi Kshirsagar Parish Priest/Superior / Vice principal/Local Bursar 

2.  Bamra Fr. Sandeep Tirkey Principal/Superior 

3.  Latapara Fr. Anand Kullu Superior/Rector/Local Bursar 

4.  Ambapani Fr. Daniel Bara PP/Superior/Local Bursar/Asst.PP 

5.  Mahima Fr. Anthony Amaladoss Superior/parish Priest/Local bursar/Asst.PP 

6.  New Delhi/SFS Fr. William Anthony Office Administrator /Vice-Principal/Local Bursar 

7.  Jajjhar Fr. Anthony Amaladoss Superior/Local Bursar/Vice-Principal 

8.  Aurangabad Fr. Manoj Tirkey  Principal/ Superior 

9.  Badnera Fr. William Antony Parish Priest/ Office Administrator 

10.  Seraikella Fr. Anil George Mass Centre In-Charge 

11.  Bhusawal Fr. Joe Denis Superior 

12.  Kandore Fr. Joseph Kailamangalam Local Bursar/Asst.PP 

13.  Kullarayan Palayam Fr. Paul Varambinakam Local Bursar/Asst.PP 

14.  Bara Durgapur Fr. Kamil Tete Local Bursar/Hostel Warden/Asst.PP 

15.  Mannarkkad  Fr. Issac Mankulathil Local Bursar 

16.  Raidihi Fr. George Kurickal Local Bursar/Asst.PP 
 

General Guidelines for Handing Over 
 

Handing over is a formal and careful handing over the responsibilities and traditions and 

customs of a certain place/ mission/ institution. Your Handing over must ensure that there is 

Continuity with fidelity and Growth in a system that you have garnered for the past many years. 
 

18.  Fr. Jomon Mathew New Delhi Office Administrator  01.06.2020 

19.  Fr. Jnanamani Simon Seraikella Staff/ In-charge of Mass Centre  01.06.2020 

20.  Fr. Anson Kaliyath Varanasi Socius/Studies 01.06.2020 

21.  Fr. Anto Thomas Mumbai/Nirmala Niketan MSW 01.06.2020 

22.  Fr. John Peter  Jagadalpur BED 01.06.2020 

23.  Fr. Cyprian Dung Dung Bamra Principal 01.06.2020 

24.  Fr. Anto Deepak Kullarayanpalayam Asst.PP 01.06.2020 

25.  Fr. Roshan Tigga Kandore Asst.PP/Local Bursar 01.06.2020 

26.  Fr. Sujit Minj Raidihi Asst.PP/Local Bursar  01.07.2020 

27.  Fr. Deepak Baa Bara Durgapur Asst.PP/Hostel Warden 01.06.2020 

28.  Fr. Santhosh Kumar  Bara Durgapur Asst.PP/Local Bursar 01.06.2020 

Regency 

29.  Bro. Amal John Latapara  01.06.2020 

30.  Bro. Amrit Lakra  Panderpalli  01.06.2020 

31.  Bro. Lambert Ekka  Bara Durgapur  01.06.2020 

32.  Bro. Sajin Benny Provincialate  01.06.2020 

33.  Bro. Bimal Tirkey  Kandore  01.06.2020 

34.  Bimal Topno Bamra  01.06.2020 
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Ensure that your handing over does not put a full-stop to any system and custom. Ensure that 

your handing over of an office brings growth and fertility to the place. 
 

There are certain vital elements to be taken care of while Handing over. The vital elements are:  

1) Handing over form appropriate to the office & files like: 

a. Land papers & Land Map 

b. Building papers & Building Plan 

c. School affiliation papers 

d. School Recognition papers 

e. School NOC papers 

f. Vehicle Keys & R.C papers & Insurance papers 

g. Pass Books, Cheque Books & Audit reports 

h. Society/Trust Papers 

i. Legal cases 

j. Project/Construction papers 

k. Circulars  

l. One can add to the list as per the requirements. 

2) List of daily duties of the new office-bearer. 

3) List of cut out dates for important & urgent works or Upcoming events. 

4) Signature of the person handing over, the signature of the person taking over and 

signature of delegation officer.  
 

The purpose is to strengthen institutional offices for a better future and smoother functioning. 

The above-mentioned is just but a minimum requirement. If there is any scope to go beyond the 

mentioned areas the person may feel free to do so. 
 

Preparation before Handing Over: 

1) Make sure that the day is fixed well in advance with mutual consent and the same is 

communicated to the Provincial’s delegate handing over charge. 

2) Make sure that both the Handing over & Taking over both go through the duties of their 

respective offices from the Statutes. 

3) Give in writing (Handing over form) the files, work, pending work, daily duty, etc. 

4) Give in writing your general observations or what is lacking in the office. So that the 

work you have done continues with new vigour and vitality by the new office-bearer. 

5) While handing over the office has to be respected formally and not casually. 

a) The office of an Administrator is respected and should be given the charge. 

b) The office of a Local Bursar is respected and should be given the charge. 

c) The office of a Parish Priest is respected and should be given the charge. 

d) The office of a Principal is respected and should be given the charge. 

e) Continuity with Fidelity to carry forward. 
 

There should not be mixing of any duty that would affect the functioning of the other office-

bearer. 
 

175 Years – Celebrations 

Rev. Fr Abraham Vettuvelil, our Superior General, has exhorted all the Provinces to have a 

meaningful celebration of the 175th anniversary of the arrival of the MSFS Priests in India on 

September 08, 2020. 
 

The General Administration is organizing a special event at the congregational level in 

Visakhapatnam, India on October 23 and 24, 2020. 
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The committee for organizing this Event in VIZAG on October 23 and 24, 2020 is: 

Rev. Fr P. Chinnappa Reddy, the Provincial of Visakhapatnam (Convener) 

Rev. Fr John Britto Muthuswamy, the Provincial of Nagpur 

Rev. Fr K. Ignaci Muthu, the Provincial of Southeast India 

Representing the General Administration Rev. Fr Johnson Kallidukil, General Secretary for 

Mission, will assist the Organizing Committee. Let us wish them all the very best that this 

celebration may turn out to be a succesful one. 
 

Nagpur Province Pays tribute to Fr Daniel Afonso MSFS  
 

Fr. Daniel Alfonso lived as a typical Fransalian missionary 

for the last thirty long years.  He was an extrovert, outgoing 

and people-oriented priest. His faithful and friends will 

always remember him as a gracious, simple, warm, 

unassuming and spontaneous person and it is not surprising 

these humane qualities have won the affection and respect of 

numerous people. Above all, he was a man of God whose 

relationship with God shaped his life and ministry. He was a 

special gift of God not only to his acquaintance but to more 

people who were his flocks. Day in and day out, he fulfilled 

his ministry in quiet fidelity and love.  

 

After the tears have dried and the goodbyes have been said, 

all we have to hold onto are the happy memories that we’ve 

shared with our loved ones who have passed, this is what keeps them alive in our hearts and our 

minds, and they will continue to live on, through us. We are saddened by his loss. However, we 

celebrate the life of Fr. Daniel Alfonso, and we know he is watching down from Heaven. No 

other soul can fill up the loss that we have incurred in the person of Fr. Daniel Alfonso. His 

passing is a huge loss, but it’s a loss that will be filled by the people he inspired to the same kind 

of fidelity and excellence he personified. We offer our heartfelt condolence to the confreres of 

Pune Province and pray that Almighty God may bless him with eternal life.  
 

 

Hearty Congratulations 

We the Nagpur Fransalians Congratulate the new Administration of the South-East India 

Province. The South-East India Province has elected a new administration. In addition to the 

Provincial Rev. Fr K. Ignaci Muthu MSFS the following members are elected to form the team 

of Administration: 
 

Fr C. Sebastianraj - Councilor in charge of Mission and Admonitor 

Fr A. Luckas - Councilor in charge of Education 

Fr P.S. Joseph - Councilor in charge of Formation 

Fr K. Joseph Xavier - Councilor in charge of Social &Innovative Ministries 

Fr Sahaya Wilson - Provincial Bursar 
 
 

Let us pray for 

Mr. Xavier, Nephew of Fr. Peter Paul who passed away on 31st January 2020. 

Rt. Rev. Valerian D’Souza, former Bishop of Pune who passed away on 25th February 2020. 
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Mr. Anselm, Brother of Fr. Cyprian Dung Dung who passed away on 1st March 2020. 

Mrs. Usha, Sister in law of Fr. Georgekutty who passed away on 15th March 2020. 

Fr. Daniel Alphonso of Pune Province died in an accident on 15th March 2020. 

Rt. Rev. Soundararaju, Bishop of Vellore Diocese who passed away on 21st March 2020. 

Mrs. Malanbai Parkhe, Mother of Bro. John Parkhe who passed away on 30th March 2020. 

I request all those who have not fulfilled the suffrages to do the same at the earliest (Constitution 

No. 118; General Directory No. 98 

Provincial’s Itinerary: 
 

 

May 

02nd    Ordination of Dn. Santhosh   

 

31st   First Profession in Varanasi  
 

Salesian Thought 
 

“When you encounter difficulties and contradictions, do not try to break them, but bend them 

with gentleness and time.” 
 

Fr. J. B. Muthuswamy MSFS 

Provincial Superior 


